303COM: Individual Project

	Module size 
	One and half 

	Level 
	3 

	Credit Unit 
	30 

	Total student study hours 
	300 



Aims and Summary 

The aim of this module is to provide an opportunity to research, design, implement and critically evaluate a functional or simulated system, object or concept and to acquire further knowledge of a specialist technical area. To this end, the student will undertake a substantial project which will exercise in-depth technical, problem-solving, creative and other skills required of a professional practitioner. The student will ensure that their work conforms to appropriate ethical codes of practice. 
Successful completion of the project will require methodical planning, record keeping and self-management and effective communication, execution and delivery of an agreed artefact. Support and guidance will be provided by a project supervisor who will be the primary point of contact for a student on this module.
Intended Module Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this module the student should be able to: 
1. Apply intellectual rigor to a topic area or subject that is of interest to the student and relevant to the programme of study undertaken at a Bachelor’s level. 
2. Conceptualise, articulate and communicate a particular area of research or industry requirement in the body of a coherent, comprehensive and logically argued professional report. 
3. Utilise and justify a range of research methods to identify, select and review a wide range of fully cited information sources to support the subject matter, both historical and current. 
4. Identify and apply appropriate approaches, methodologies, tools and techniques that will support the progression of the subject matter and theme of a project. 
5. Develop well-structured solutions to an identifiable industry requirement or support a hypothesis / intellectual argument regarding an area of research. 
6. Critically evaluate options and make justifiable recommendations for the subject matter. 
7. Critically evaluate the approach and conduct of the project. 
8. Demonstrate professional conduct and adopt appropriate project management characteristics and quality assurance techniques. 
9. Apply appropriate measures to address any social, professional, legal and ethical issues relating to the project work. 

Indicative Content 

The nature of the project will depend upon the particular route being followed, as well as the relevance and interest to the student. Projects can either be practical projects undertaken for real clients or they can be research based projects. If the project is for a client then it must fulfill all the academic requirements for a final year undergraduate project.
In either case the student will be demonstrating the application or extension of skills and knowledge acquired in the taught elements of the course. Individual projects must be appropriate to the named award that the student will receive and will be agreed between the student and supervisor. 
Depending on the programme of study, the project could typically require the student to conduct and document the following: 
1. Identify and construct a rationale for the need for the project in a topic area, defining the aims and objectives whilst considering a hypothesis. 
2. Conduct appropriate primary and secondary research to support and discuss the need for the project. 
3. Identify and follow an appropriate lifecycle(s) producing tangible deliverables. 
4. Determine and discuss possible options, scenarios and solutions. 
5. Make conclusions and clear recommendations for the progress and approach for the future realisation of the solution with provision of a timeline 
6. Make a critical evaluation of the project and approach adopted. 

Teaching and Learning 

Procedures, responsibilities and guidance will be provided in the form of documents supporting introductory lectures, these will be accessible through Moodle. Documents such as proposal templates, guidance notes, lecture notes, marking criteria, project allocations, TurnIT-in etc., will be utilised. 
The supervisor will primarily act in the capacity of a project manager and give guidance to students in the project process. Ownership, conduct and responsibility for the project will reside with the project student. 
A student will be allocated a 1st supervisor and a 2nd marker at the University. If the project is undertaken in conjunction with external organisation then an additional point of contact will be identified at the client organisation. 
The student and supervisor will agree a set of objectives for the project, appropriate working arrangements and supervision mechanisms. The student and supervisor will agree a schedule of contact or review points during the project to enable planning monitoring and control of the project. 
In summary, the supervisor will: 
o confirm the boundaries of the project and appropriateness to the programme of study; 
o confirm the aims and objectives of the project are sufficient, succinct and relevant to the 
     programme of study and held in a project proposal document; 
o agree the frequency and mode of communication for the duration of the project; 
o guide and discuss the approach of the project and any potential corrective measures if  
     they should arise during the project period; 
o monitor the progress of the student and project; 
o mark the project and arrive at a consensus mark with an allocated 2nd marker to the    
     project and finally convey any short comings if the project pass mark is not achieved. 

The supervisor and 2nd marker will independently mark the project and then confer to agree a final mark. In cases where agreement cannot be reached an additional marker will be appointed to provide an independent third mark and to mediate in order to derive a final mark. 

Student activity and time spent on each activity comprises:
	Lecture 
	12 hours 
	(4%) 

	Project Supervision 
	24 hours 
	(8%) 

	Self-guided 
	264 hours 
	(88%) 

	                    Total 
	300 hours



Method of Assessment (normally assessed as follows)
	
Assessment 
	
Weighting 
	Learning Outcomes 

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	Proposal 
	10% 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Report 
	90% 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Assessment is undertaken jointly between the supervisor and a second assessor or project team in the following areas, all of which are compulsory: 
o Project proposal (10%): initial intent, with aims, objectives and hypothesis 
o Project Report (90%): Approach, conduct, deliverables and critical review

	Assessment 
Composition of module mark: 
	
100% Coursework 

	Pass requirements: 
	Module Mark must be at least 40% 



Reassessment
At the discretion of the SAB, a project with a mark of 30% or above may be resubmitted during the resit period. The student needs to carry out specified amendments, which may include the resubmission of the project report, within a given timescale. The student will be given a list of issues to address. All such issues must be satisfactorily addressed and the student may be asked to give an oral presentation in the resit period.

A project with a mark of less than 30% will normally be considered irredeemable and cannot be resubmitted. The student may retake the project with a new title.

Essential Reading
Specific to subject area of project

Recommended Reading 
Specific to subject area of project 

Required Equipment
Specific to subject area of project
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