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Module Descriptor


1. General Information

	Module Title:
	Academic Writing Skills

	Module Code:
	SPE10115

	Total Contact Hours:
	39 hours 

	QF Level: (if applicable)
	3

	QF Credits: (if applicable)
	12

	Pre-requisite: (if applicable)
	Nil




2. Aims 

The module aims to familiarize students with the nature, style, conventions and the process of academic writing and enhance their competence in handling academic writing tasks at the undergraduate level.  


3. Module Intended Learning Outcomes (MILOs) 

Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

	MILO1
	Demonstrate the ability to understand and competently handle the various stages (e.g. planning, collecting information, writing up a draft and revising) of an academic writing task 

	MILO2
	Demonstrate the ability to write in proper academic style in terms of vocabulary, syntax, and academic conventions

	MILO3 
	Demonstrate the ability to collect, report, synthesize and critically analyze information, ideas and arguments collected from primary and/or secondary sources  with proper paraphrasing and referencing

	MILO4
	Demonstrate the ability to present a sustained argument in English in terms of organization and coherence





4. Alignment of the Module Intended Learning Outcomes (MILOs) with the Programme Intended Learning Outcomes (PILOs)

	PILOs
	MILOs (Please  if the MILO(s) is/are aligned with the PILO

	
	MILO1
	MILO2
	MILO3
	MILO4

	a. Demonstrate an acquisition of some specialist knowledge for preparation to take up university study in selected areas.
	
	
	
	

	b. Demonstrate the ability to 
undertake self-learning and directed learning for academic study at the university level.
	
	
	
	

	c. Demonstrate an adequate level of English language competence in undertaking study at the university level.
	
	
	
	




5. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) (designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the MILOs)

	Types of TLAs
	Total Contact Hours
	Achieve MILOs (e.g. MILO1)

	Tutorial
	39 hours
	MILO 1, 2, 3, 4




6. Assessment Tasks/Activities (designed to assess how well the students achieve the MILOs)

	Types of Assessment Tasks/Activities
	Weighting
(%)
	Duration/
Word count
	Achieve MILOs
(e.g. MILO1)

	i. Writing task on organization and coherence
	10%
	300 words
	MILO 1,2,3,4

	ii. Writing task on reporting secondary information
	20%
	200 words
	MILO 1,2,3,4

	iii. Draft of a written essay
	30%
	400 - 500 words
 
	MILO 1,2,3,4

	iv.   Final version of the essay in iii 
	       40%
	500 - 600 words
 
	MILO 1,2,3,4




7. Module Pass Requirements:

To pass a module, an overall pass mark at 40 must be achieved. At least 70% of attendance is also required. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

8. Keyword Syllabus (A brief description of the syllabus of the module)

Nature of academic writing, academic language, requirements and features of academic writing,   signposting, coherence, transitions, process of academic writing, organization of academic essay, development and substantiation of an argument, basic library research skills, reporting and citing sources of reference materials, presenting, interpreting and reporting figures and data, plagiarism and how to avoid it, common errors in academic writing 


9. Bibliography and Learning Materials :

A variety of learning materials will be provided to students to facilitate constructive alignment of CILOs, TLAs, and Assessment.

· Bailey, S. (2003).   Academic writing: a practical guide for students.  London : Nelson Thornes Ltd.
· Bailey, S. (2011).  Academic writing for international studies of business. New York: Routledge.
· Bergmann, L.S. (2010).   Academic research and writing : inquiry and argument in college. Boston : Longman.
· Cooley, L. &  Lewkowicz, J. (2003).  Dissertation writing in practice : turning ideas into text. Hong Kong : Hong Kong University Press.
· English Language Centre. (2013).   English for academic purposes (EL0200).  Hong Kong : Cengage Learning Hong Kong, c2013.
· Giltrow, J. et.al.  (2009).   Academic writing : an introduction .  Peterborough, Ont.: Broadview Press.
· Hyland, K. (2009).   Academic discourse : English in a global context.   New York: Continuum.
· Langan, J. (2014). College writing skills. New York : McGraw-Hill.
· Legg, M. (2014).  Academic English : skills for success.  Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press.
· Ng, P. P.T. (2003).   Effective writing : a guide for social science students. Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, c2003.
· Oshima, A. & Hogue, A. (1999). Writing Academic English. NY: Pearson 
· Education. 
· Sherman, J. (1994). Feedback: Essential writing skills for intermediate students. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
· Spencer, C.M. & Arbon, B. (1996). Foundations of writing: Developing research and academic writing skills. Illinois: National Textbook Company.
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