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Module Descriptor

1. General Information

	Module Title:
	Foundations in Information Systems

	Module Code:
	SPE10117

	Total Contact Hours:
	39 hours 

	QF Level: (if applicable)
	3

	QF Credits: (if applicable)
	12

	Pre-requisite: (if applicable)
	Nil




2. Aims 

The aim of this module is to introduce to students, through a practical approach, the capabilities of information systems, technology issues and IS/IT management in the business environment and society at large.


3. Module Intended Learning Outcomes (MILOs) 

Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

	MILO1
	Describe the data management, technical environment, use, function and ethical issues of information systems in business and society

	MILO2
	Analyze essential business and societal operational requirements and articulate them to information systems applications 

	MILO3
	Identify fundamental activities in IS development and management

	MILO4 
	Apply software tools, within a team, to solve on a smaller scale, typical problems in business/social settings




4. Alignment of the Module Intended Learning Outcomes (MILOs) with the Programme Intended Learning Outcomes (PILOs)

	PILOs
	MILOs (Please  if the MILO(s) is/are aligned with the PILO

	
	MILO1
	MILO2
	MILO3
	MILO4

	1. Demonstrate an acquisition of some specialist knowledge for preparation to take up university study in selected areas.
	

	
	
	
	

	1. Demonstrate the ability to undertake self-learning and directed learning for academic study at the university level. 
	
	
	
	

	1. Demonstrate an adequate level of English language competence in undertaking study at the university level. 
	
	
	
	


5. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) (designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the MILOs)

	Types of TLAs
	Total Contact Hours
	Achieve MILOs (e.g. MILO1)

	a. Lecture
	13 hours  
	MILO1, 2, 3

	b. Tutorial
	13 hours 
	MILO1, 2, 3

	c. Laboratory
	13 hours 
	MILO2, 4




6. Assessment Tasks/Activities (designed to assess how well the students achieve the MILOs)

	Types of Assessment Tasks/Activities
	Weighting
(%)
	Duration/   Word count
	Achieve MILOs
(e.g. MILO1)

	i. Laboratory Exercises (Hands-on Practicals)

	20%

	
	MILO 1, 2

	ii. Group Practical Project (A Small Scale IS Solution with at least 5 functional use)
iii. 
	40%

	#

	MILO 2, 3, 4


	iv. Written Test 
	40%
	2 hours
	MILO1, 2, 3


#The group project would be structured into parts providing students with directions to come up with an IS solution for some simulated life situation. It is expected that each student will need to spend about 10-15 hours to complete the project.


7. Module Pass Requirements:

To pass a module, an overall pass mark at 40 must be achieved. At least 70% of attendance is also required. 


8. Keyword Syllabus (A brief description of the syllabus of the module)

Information Systems (IS) for business / society
Digital society and the business environment;  strategic use of information systems; organizations and the roles of information systems; essentials of information technology and information systems and their inter-relationship; data management and big data; mobile computing, cloud computing and data privacy compliance.

Business requiremetns and IS application requirements 
Data, information and knowelge; organization structure and responsible roles; business process and operation flow; functional requirements and non-functional requirements and human-computer-interface.

Information system development 
Activities in software development process; tools for rapid development and system construction, testing, and deployment.


9. Bibliography and Learning Materials :

Recommended reading:
· Valacich & Schneider (2014) Information Systems Today: Managing the Digital World 6th edition, Prentice Hall.
· Snyder, L. (2015) Fluency with Information Technology: Skills, concepts, and Capabilities 6th edition Prentice Hall.
· Refrences for selected software tools

Useful websites:
· Hong Kong Computer Society – www.hkcs.org.hk 
· Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personl Data, Hong Kong – www.pcpd.org.hk
· The IEEE Computer Society – www.computer.org 
· Information Technology Infrastructure Library (ITIL) – www.itlibrary.org 
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