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Defining the Poperty Rights in the Gontext o Township and Village
Qollective Enterprises Zhe Xiaoye & Chen Yingying 1

Abgract: As an inportant part of scid life in the higory of ecoromic deveopmert ,
defining the property rightsis a process of interactions between concerned parties to reach
or change an agreement or contract on the neture of the property rights. The experience in
changng the ownership of township and village oollective enterprises (TVES) in
oontenporary China snce the mid 1990s demondrates that the public property in these
enterprises is ddined largey by socid factors, indead of mearket forces. To be nore
ecific, the socid contract regarding the nature of the property rights in these enterpri ses
is nether an inditution conscioudy desgned ror a gontaneous consequence of ocia
relationships. Rather , it resultsfrom the integration of ocid interactions in the ecoromic
development of rurd areas, and it reflects public dforts to reach a harmonious socid
order. The oontract thus formed functions to ften tendons on property related i ssues and
foder cooperation in rurd communitieswhen the market based and market-oriented contact
is gill under congruction. However , the role of this kind of contract seems to be limited
when dramatic trangormetion in the inditutional environment of rural communities occurs.
On the other hand, if the government , in pushing forward its property rights reforms,
replaces the socid contract o the property rigitsin TV Eswith deliberately inditutionalized
sydems without properly cond dering how the functions of the former are to be continued or
subdituted , the sugainable development of rura communities might be a sake.

Presaure for Changes: Centra-loca interactionsin rurd tax-for-fee reform
Li ,Linda Chdan & Wu Lica 44

Abgract: The rurd“ taxfor-fee” reform was ingrumental to the recent wave of centra
initiatives in resolving the governance crigsin the countrysde , through dashing the heavy
peasant burden and subsequently local government rform at grassoots levels. Facing the
pressure of reforms grassootsleve governments inplemented centrd  directives whilst
employing the' tactics of the weak” , in order to save their corners. Arf' objective” , and
ofterf’ unintended” , consequence was that the provison of rurd public goods was undercut
and many township governments had a hard time to maintain day to-day operation. Everts
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had thus turned a new twig and the centra government found itself facing a new form of
governance crigs. In regonse to this latet development , the centrd government was
depping W its direct involvemert in the provigon of public goodsin the countrysde. This
pagper concludes that , if properly inplemented, the lates trend points to the direction
whereby rurd governance may be suganable improved in the future.

The Hfectsdf Scid dasson Scid Cepitd o Networks in Urban China
Zhang Wenhong 64

Abgract : Thispaper isamed a exploring in what ways and to what extert dass postion
dfectsthe dructura characterigics o cid network from the pergective of socid dass
andyss. Based on alarge scde quedionnaire survey on cid networksin urban Bejing ,
this research andyzed the data oollected from a random sanple of 1,004 adult redderts.

Our centrd hypothessis: socid classes differ in egocentered ocid capitd of networks.

The major findings are in three agects: firg, professonds and adminigtrators ( PAs)

maintan reatively larger network dze and nore kinds of role relationship than working
cass people. Second, PAs and white collars have nore promnent cid capitd o
dructurd holes superior to working dass. Third, compared with the workers, PAs have
higher socid heterogeneity in gender , age and occupation index. In concluson, PAs have
nore abundant ocia capita of networks than workers. The above findings reveds the
inaficient dfferertiation of class dructure.

Sciety , Market and Vdues: Sgnsd the whole change —Second research on
changes in Chinese socid dructure as seen from occupationa pregtige and job
preferences Xu Xinxin 82

Abgract : The pgoer reports ratings of occupationd predige and job preferences by rurd
and urban Chinese resdents. Using a representative sanple (N = 3183) aged alove 18
and conparing with the former ressarch, the author found that ratings of occupationa
pregige, job preferences and rea nohility dtuaions by Chinese redderts reflected the
deep changng process o Chinese ©ocid dructure. Frg, the differentiation of dite
dratification leads to the change in Chinese socid relations and the reorganization of cid
dructure. Second, changes in the opportunity gructure of socid nohility lead to sronger
market preference increasngy. There are more and nore people take entrepreneurs as an
indicator of success. Thirdy, changes in culturd vdues are changng the wihole Chinese
cid perondity. All dgns sow that China hasfrom a period of snge economic change
entered into a period of the whole change.

Reflects on the Timing View of Life-course Theory BaolLepng 120
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